the more engiaeers you have, and others like them, underpaid, discontented, the closer they will come to us. If capitalism throws them back into the proletariat, at least ia sufficient numbers, we don't need anybody else. The power of the middle classes is not so much their capital; it's the fact that the best-educated people, the best-equipped in every way, inevitably become middle-class themselves, even when they spring from the working class."
" That's possible. But don't you think that those who spring from the people remain more or less on our side ? **
" That's another story. . . ."
" Look at all the writers and men of learning there are who have fought for the people."
Miraud moved his head slightly from side to side, invoking the books around him, calling them to witness - the volumes of complete works; the illustrated popular editions ; the poets, the novelists, the thinkers.
" That's another story," Roquin repeated. " You'd never be done counting those who have betrayed us, either. Still, the writers and the engineers - that makes two of a kind. The long and the short of it is that the intellectuals will stay on our side, or come back to it, if they are repulsed by the other side."
" Weren't you going to the Congress at Marseilles ? "
" There was some talk of it. ... But there are so many people who find so much pleasure in that kind of thing. We have too many mountebanks among us. I don't go so far as to say, as some people do, that those who shout the loudest are in the pay of the employers, or even of the police. But still, it began among the anarchists ; and it might very well go on among us. Just imagine : I met Libertad, no later than yesterday, with his blouse, his stick, his hair like Jesus Christ, limping along like anything. It makes me laugh.,.. Are we to take it that there are comrades who are fools enough to believe in him ? "
f* Not now, I should think."
** It looks as though there were. Otherwise police headquarters wouldn't be so silly as to support him. You've no